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“The prohibition laid down in this Article is general in
character and applies to both physical and moral
forms of coercion. It covers all cases, whether the
pressure is direct or indirect, obvious or hidden (as for
example a threat to subject other persons to severe
measures, deprival of ration cards or of work).

Furthermore, coercion is forbidden for any purpose or
motive whatever. The authors of the Convention had
mainly in mind coercion aimed at obtaining
information, work or support for an ideological or
political idea...”.

J. Pictet Commentary IV Geneva Convention (1958), 208
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